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Abstract

Fatwa is considered one of the most important Islamic legal
instruments in guiding individuals and societies, and its
significance increases when it relates to matters of creed due to its
direct impact on social stability and the unity of the Muslim
community. While fatwas play a vital role in clarifying legal rulings
and answering people’s questions, they may become a source of
division and instability if not governed by sound scholarly and
methodological controls. Hence, there is a pressing need to regulate
fatwas in this field, limit unregulated opinions, and promote those
that contribute to the advancement of the ummah. This study aims
to establish methodological guidelines for issuing fatwas in matters
of creed and to highlight the importance of referring to collective
fatwa institutions. The significance of this research lies in
addressing a highly sensitive issue that affects the unity and
stability of the ummah, especially in light of the spread of
individual fatwas. The researcher adopts an analytical and
theoretical approach through examining Islamic texts and analyzing
scholars’ opinions in order to develop a framework that emphasizes
the quality rather than the quantity of fatwas. The study concludes
that belief in the perfection of the revealed texts protects against
deviation in fatwa resulting from unsupported interpretations, that
adherence to the understanding of the early Muslim scholars refers
to following their methodological approach rather than all their
juristic choices, that matters of creed are divided into fundamentals
and subsidiary issues which necessitates differentiation in judging
doctrinal deviations, and that fatwas issued by collective
institutions are more likely to be correct than individual ones. The
study recommends strengthening the role of collective fatwa
institutions and organizing academic conferences to emphasize
their importance and enhance the role of scholarly councils and
official bodies in regulating contemporary fatwa practices.
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